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endless chain Gr engages in the projection I on each end
of the truck and hauls it up the incline. The axles of
the wheels of these trucks are set as close together and
as near the centre (lengthways) of the truck as possible,
so that the attendants who charge the retorts can, with
a slight effort, easily tip the truck and discharge its
contents, after loosening the catch L that holds the
swinging ends K in place. Each truck is constructed
so as to hold just sufficient shale to charge one retort.
When a truck is emptied it is run on to the down
track of the incline, and its projections, I, engage in
"the endless chain that is travelling in the direction
of the! breaker, and it is by this means prevented from
"running away." The whole of the machinery and
gearing connected with this part of the work is not
shown in Fig. 2, as it would be more or less confusing,
and it is sufficient to say that the endless chain G is set
in motion by sprocket-wheels or sheath-pulleys geared
from the engine that runs the breakers.
RETORTS.
In  the infancy  of the  trade  only two forms of
retorts   were in  vogue,  namely,   the  horizontal   and
plain   vertical.    When   the   late   James  Young first
' started his  oil work at  Bathgate, he  used  ordinary
D-shaped  horizontal  gas  retorts, each of which  was
fitted with a  screw running lengthways through the
centre and worked from the back end by " tooth and
pinion " wheels.    The coal (Boghead) was fed into the
retort from a hopper (placed above the front end of the